
CONNECTING THE DOTS – FROM REFERRAL TO ELIGIBILITY 

Referral submitted to the Special Education Administrator requesting an eligibility evaluation 

Refers for 
evaluation 

Eligibility Process 
Begins* 

*Must be completed within 65 
business days of the referral. 

(Timelines) 

Parent(s) consent 
to testing 

Evaluations 
conducted 

Parent(s) input 
received 

Parent(s) provided 
evaluation reports 

Parent(s) can ask for an Independent 
Educational Evaluation (IEE) if they 

disagree with evaluations 

Eligibility 
team meets 

& reviews 
criteria 

Student found eligible 
for special education 

services 

IEP development meeting scheduled 

Student found ineligible 
for special education 

services 

Sends to school 
-based team 

(SBT) for Review 

Refers for 
evaluation 

Does not refer 
for evaluation

Denies 
evaluation 

Parent(s) can appeal and/ 
or ask about a 504 Plan 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Medical Diagnosis vs. Educational 
Label in Special Education 

Referral to Eligibility What to Expect 

Preparing for the Eligibility Meeting 

Prior Written Notice (PWN) 

The contents of this factsheet were developed under a grant from the US Department of Education #H328M200002.  However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by 
the Federal Government Project Officer. PEATC is not a legal services agency and cannot provide legal advice or legal representation. Any information contained in this factsheet is not intended as legal advice and should not be used as a substitution for legal advice. 
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https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Medical-Diagnosis-vs.-Educational-Label-in-Special-Education.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Referral-to-Eligbility-What-to-Expect.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Preparing-for-the-Eligibility-Meeting.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Prior-Written-Notice.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Eligibility-Fact-Sheet-.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Timelines.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Requesting-an-Eligiblity-Evaluation.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Independent-Educational-Evaluation-IEE.pdf
https://peatc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Independent-Educational-Evaluation-IEE.pdf
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