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Transportation

Transportation can be an important part of your child’s school day. For students with disabilities,
transportation is more than just a ride—it can be a related service under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA). This means if your child’s disability makes it difficult to get to and from school like
students without disabilities, the school may need to provide transportation services in their Individualized
Education Program (IEP).

In Virginia, transportation decisions must be made by the IEP team, and parents are full members of the
team. This includes deciding how your child gets to and from school—on the standard school bus, using
specialized (door-to-door) transportation, or another option.

What Can Transportation Services Look Like?
Transportation services can include a range of supports:

¢ A monitor or aide riding with your child

e Equipment like a car seat, five-point harness, or a wheelchair lift
e Door-to-door pick-up and drop-off

e Asmaller bus or van

e Extra help getting on and off the bus

The school must provide transportation services if it’s needed for your child to access their education.

What if | Want My Child to Ride the Standard School Bus?

Many parents want their children to ride the standard school bus with their neighborhood friends. That's
an important conversation to have with the IEP team.

IDEA and Virginia regulations say that children with disabilities should be with students without
disabilities as much as possible. This is called the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)—and it applies to
transportation too!

If you feel your child can ride the standard school bus with or without some extra support, bring that up
with the team. The IEP team must consider your input and look at your child’s needs.
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Questions You Can Ask at the IEP Meeting
e What transportation options are available for my child?
e  Will my child ride the standard bus? What accommodations/supports could be added if needed?
e |If specialized transportation is recommended, why?
e What would need to happen for my child to transition to riding the standard school bus?
e Can we include transportation goals or supports in the IEP?
e How will the school make sure my child is safe and supported during transportation?

e Will transportation changes affect my child’s school schedule or access to services? What does
transportation to extracurricular activities look like?

Tips for Parents
¢ Know your child — You are the expert on your child’s strengths and needs.

¢ Ask for data — If the school says your child can’t ride the regular bus, ask for documentation that
supports that decision.

¢ Document decisions — Make sure any transportation decision is clearly written in the IEP, including
how and when your child will be picked up and dropped off.

e Check in regularly — If your child starts using specialized transportation, ask how it’s going. You can
always request an IEP meeting to revisit the decision.

Your child’s transportation should support their access to school in the safest, least restrictive, and most
inclusive way possible. As a parent, you have a voice in that decision. Talk openly with your IEP team, ask
qu\!stions, and make sure transportation is part of the conversation, not an afterthought.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/RESOURCES:

§ 22.1-221. Transportation of children with disabilities attending public or private special education pro

Questions and Answers on Serving Children with Disabilities Eligible for Transportation

Related Services | Virginia Department of Education
The Virginia Family's Guide to Special Education - VDOE

PEATC’s mission focuses on building positive futures for Virginia's children by working collaboratively with families, schools and
communities to improve opportunities for excellence in education and success in school and community life.

For more information about us, please contact:

www.peatc.org | 703-923-0010 | partners@peatc.org %m

Hablamos Espariol. Free and confidential assistance available in 300+ languages.

The contents of this factsheet were developed under a grant from the US Department of Education, f
#H328M200002. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of Education, TJPE‘:‘LS
and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government Project Officer. PEATC is not a legal services agency \X“Ol'k
and cannot provide legal advice or legal representation. Any information contained in this factsheet is not intended as US. (M i
legal advice and should not be used as a substitution for legal advice. ko 4
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https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter13/section22.1-221/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/OMB_08-0101_Transportation-11-4-09_FINAL.pdf
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/programs-services/special-education/iep-instruction/related-services
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/890/638454983326630000
https://www.peatc.org/
mailto:partners@peatc.org



